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VIRGINIA GRADE CROSSING STATE ACTION PLAN  

  INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PURPOSE 

According to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), there are a total of 3,037 miles of rail lines with 

9,409 highway-rail crossings in Virginia. Of this amount, 1,852 are public and at-grade, 2,574 private grade 

crossings, and 1,852 grade-separated grade crossings, as well as 3,764 closed crossings. 

The purpose of the Virginia Grade Crossing Action Plan is to provide the strategies and actions that will improve rail 

safety throughout the Commonwealth ensuring people, goods, and services arrive at their destinations. A particular 

focus are the rail-highway grade crossings where trains and vehicles interact, which can lead to dangerous 

circumstances for all users. This plan was developed with internal and external coordination with several 

stakeholders in Virginia, including the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), Department of Rail and Public 

Transit (DRPT), and rail safety stakeholders to align with FRA requirements, noteworthy practices from Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA), and other state plans where transportation safety goals and objectives overlap. 

State Action Plans provide an opportunity to conduct a systematic review of highway-rail grade crossings for safety 

risks identification, needs prioritization, safety solutions identification, and strategic actions to improve crossing 

safety. Combining the quantitative results with stakeholder feedback resulted in the comprehensive identification of 

issues and concerns regarding highway rail grade crossings, including multiple crossings in close proximity, 

blocked crossings and challenges in obtaining matching funds for upgrades. 

1.2 BACKGROUND 

The Railroad Safety Improvement Act (RSIA), passed by the U.S. Congress in 2008, required the 10 states with the 

highest highway-rail grade crossing accident rates to develop State Grade Crossing State Action Plans (SAP). In 

2015, the Fixing Americaôs Surface Transportation (FAST) Act directed the FRA to require the remaining 40 states 

and the District of Columbia to also develop SAPs. The FRA published a Notice to Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) 
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